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UNITED STATES. PATENT OFFICE.. 



FRANK XT. WAGNER, OF MHiPOBD, INDIANA. 
PICTUBE-BOOK.. 

1,038,921. specification of letters Patent. Patented June 11, 1912. 

Application filed Ootober 31, 1908. Serial No. 460,509. 



To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, Fran/k TJ. Wagner, 
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil- 
ford, in the county of Kosciusko and State 
5 of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Picture-Books, of 
which the following is a specification. 

This invention is a picture book and has 
for its object to provide a book having on 

10 its leaves incomplete pictures or designs 
which are completed by a design on the 
cover of the book visible through the incom- 
plete portions of the pictures on the leaves. 
The blank or incomplete portions of the pic- 

15 tures are holes in the leaves, and the design 
on the cover is in relief and is visible 
through the holes. ... 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 
is a front view, of the book. Fig, 2 is a per- 

20 spective view showing the book open. Fig. 
3 is a sectional view on the line 3—3 of 

Referring specifically to the drawing, 5 
denotes the front cover; 6 the back cover; 

25 and 7 the leaves of a book.. On the inside 
of the back cover is a picture or a design 8. 
This is a human figure, the head 9 of which 
is in relief. Each leaf contains a picture or 
design 10 having a blank portion which is 

30 made by cutting a hole 11 in the leaf. In 
the present instance the pictures are human 
figures in various, poses, the holes 10 being 
in place of the heads of said figures. The 
holes are all in line with the relief 9 which is 



visible therethrough thus completing the 
pictures on the leaves. 

When the book is opened at any of its . 
leaves the relief will be brought into view 
through the holes 11 so that the pictures 10 
will be displayed in complete form. If de- 
sired, the front cover can also be provided 
with, a picture 12 and a hole adapted to co- 
operate with the relief 9 in the same manner, 
as the pictures and holes of the leaves. . 

The invention can also be applied to tab- 4g 
lets, calendars and various advertising de- 
vices and -novelties. 

The relief can be made of rubber,, papier- 
mache or other suitable material. 

I claim : — 50 

A book having designs on its leaves and 
on the inside of its rear cover, a portion of 
the cover design being formed in relief, and . . 
a portion of the design on each leaf being cut . 
away to provide a sight opening, all of 55 
said openings registering with each other, 
and with the coyer design to form a passage 
into which the relief portion of the cover 
design projects, to complete the design of. 
any leaf , at which the book is opened, and to. 60 
emphasize the completed portion of such 
design. 

. In testimony whereof , I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

FRANK U. WAGNER. • 

Witnesses : 

Anna Rtjdin, 
Samson J. North. 



Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ". Commissioner of Patents, 

. Washington, D. C." 
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TOY BOOK 
Jerome S. Meyer, New York, N. Y. 
Application May 1, 1948, Serial No. 24,621 
3 Claims. (CI. 46—34) 



My present invention relates to display devices 
and finds a preferred application to books for 
amusement, educational or advertising purposes; 

It is among the objects of the invention to 
provide a display for amusement, educational or 
advertising purposes which inherently involves 
participation by the observer by incorporating 
the image of his face in. "the display, thus to 
arouse interest by imparting personalized appeal 
and animation. 

. Another object is to provide a display of the 
above type, which requires no mechanism and in 
fact may be incorporated in a book, pad or tablet 
of conventional external appearance. 

In its broader aspects, the invention involves: 
a pictorial representation on . a reduced from 
natural scale and interrupted at an area thereof 
which exposes to view thereat a reducing mirror 
so that the reduced image of the observer's face 
reflected by such mirror will complement and' 
complete the pictorial representation. 

In a preferred application a multiplicity of 
alternate pictorial representations may be ex- 
posed to view at will with respect to a single 
convex mirror. These pictures may be associated 
in a book, pad or tablet, the cover or backing of 
which mounts the convex mirror and the aper- 
tures through which sheets when lying against 
the backing are in registry with such mirror. 

In the accompanying drawings in which are 
shown one or more of various possible embodi- 
ments of the several features of the. invention, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view . of an open book 
incorporating the . invention, 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Pig. 1 showing turned 
oyer the sheet shown exposed, in Kg. 1, . 

Fig f .3 is a fragment on a larger scale of the 
page exposed on Fig. 2, showing the mode of use. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on a larger 
scale taken oh line 4 — 4 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the backing 
in another application, and 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 showing the 
mode of use of the latter. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 to 4 of the drawings, 
there is shown an application of the invention to 
a children's book, the general structure of which 
is conventional in that " it incorporates a stiff 
front cover - 10, a stiff back cover 1 1 and a binding 
12 in which are bound a plurality of leaves or 
sheets 13. 

One of the covers, preferably the front cover 
10, according to the present invention incorpo- 
rates a reducing mirror, preferably, a convex cir- 
cular mirror M, which may be of sheet metal 



though it can be of glass if desired. This mirror, 
which is much smaller than the cover, is per- 
manently affixed to . the cover in any suitable 
manner, but preferably is so disposed that it does 
not protrude beyond the inner or exposed face 
of the cover and does not interfere with flat clos- 
ing of the book. 

In a preferred embodiment the convex mirror 
M is of sheet metal and has a flat rim 14 clamped 
between two plies 15 and 16, making up the rela- 
tively stiff backing or cover, the base ply 1 5 being 
imperforate and the inner ply 16 having a cir- 
cular aperture II therethrough of the diameter 
of the convex portion of the mirror and thus over- 
lapping, in the manner of a bezel, the flat rim 
1 4 of the mirror. If desired the inner ply 1 6 may 
be undercut to accommodate the thickness of 
the mirror rim, but this is not necessary espe- 
cially where the mirror is of sheet metal. Upon 
cementing the two plies together as at 18 the 
mirror is securely maintained in place. Desir- 
ably the thickness of the inner ply I 6 is such as 
to accommodate the entire convexity of the mir- 
ror so that there is no protrusion of the latter. 

Each of the leaves of the book has an aperture 
19 therethrough, said apertures being in registry 
with each, other as shown and registering with 
the mirror, so that when any selected leaf is in 
exposed or reading position against the mirror 
cover 10, the mirror will be exposed to view 
through the registering, superposed apertures 19 
of the various leaves superposed over said open 
front cover. 

. Each leaf has upon that face thereof through 
which the mirror can be seen, that is, on the 
back face" thereof in the embodiment shown, a 
pictorial representation. 20 which may be pasted, 
or photographed but ordinarily is imprinted 
thereon. The continuity of this pictorial repre- 
40 sentation is mterrupted . by the aperture 19 in 
. the leaf and each pictorial representation is of 
such character that the reduced image of the 
face of the person or other creature looking at 
the mirror exposed to view through the aperture, 
45 when the sheet lies over the front cover will com- 
plete the pictorial representation. 

It is desirable, as shown, for the aperture in 
each sheet to be ova) rather than round with its 
major axis upright as shown, better to frame the 
50 reflected image of the human face. 

In a children's book the invention manifestly 
affords high entertainment value. By way of 
example, the representations in the book may in- 
clude a wide variety of subjects fascinating to the 
05 child and in each of which the book affords the 
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intimate, personal, animated participation of 
the child. Thus he may see himself among 
countless other subjects as a locomotive engineer, 
an Eskimo, an Indian chief, a bronco buster, a 
football hero, sitting on a tiger's or an elephant's 5 
back, in the inside of a whale, as the man in the 
moon and in countless other relations. 

In carrying out the invention in the applica- 
tion to children's books it is desirable to have im- 
printed subject matter on the front face of each 10 
leaf, which is correlated with and prepares the 
child for participation as part of the picture 20 
seen when the leaf is turned. Thus, illustratively 
the description at 2 1 of the Montana Indian chief 
in Pig. 1 is followed by direction 22 to "Turn the 15 
page and you will see—" "What kind of chief you 
will make — " the latter being imprinted.. at 23 
on the rear of the leaf next to the representation 
20 of the Indian chief. 

Another application.- of the invention is shown 2 o 
in Figs. 5 and-6 in the form of a tablet or pad par- 
ticularly useful for sales promotion or advertising. 
Here the : pad includes a stiff backing 25 mounting 
the convex mirror 26 in the same way as does 
the cover in. the other embodiment, the tablet 25 
having a plurality of leaves 27 hinged, as at ,20, 
desirably to the upper edge of the backing and 
each leaf having: an aperture 23 therethrough for 
registry with the mirror when the sheet lies 
. against the backing 25. . Each sheet has imprinted 30 
thereon the picture, illustratively of an article 
of merchandise such as a. shirt and necktie-. 30, 
so that the observer will complete the picture 
by the reduced image of his face reflected by the 
convex mirror 20 viewed through one, or more 35 
superposed apertures 29. He can obtain a vivid 
idea therefore of how. the garment or article will 
look on his person. 

Countless other applications , of the invention 
will readily suggest themselves. 40 

In some of the accompanying, claims the word 
"backing" has been used to designate the relative- 
ly stiff er sheet or plate which mounts. the mirror. 
This term is of course intended to describe the 
mirror support which serves as a backing for the 45 
leaf being viewed and thus the element in ques- 
tion, regardless whether it be used as a -front 
cover or a back cover or what its precise relation- 
ship may be to the sheet or leaf superposed there- 
over and. bearing the pictorial representation, or 50 
for that matter, whether the sheets or leaves, are 
separate and distinct from the mirror mount and 
selectively disposed directly thereagainst. 

As . many , changes could be made in the above 
construction, and many apparently widely, dif- 55 
ferent embodiments, of this invention could, be 
made without departing from the scope ..of 
the claims, it . is intended that all matter, con- 
tained in. the above .description or shown , in 
the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted qq 
as. illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus, described my invention, what I 
claim as new . and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United. States is: 

1. A display device comprising a cover, a plu- 



rality of hingedly mounted superposed leaves 
thereover each having an aperture therethrough, 
said apertures being In registry with each other, 
a convex mirror mounted upon said cover in 
registry with and for exposure to view through 
the apertures of any of said leaves in exposed 
position, said leaves having diverse pictorial re- 
presentations on the exposed face thereof, the 
representation of each leaf being interrupted 
by the apertui-.e therethrough, the concealed face 
of each leaf having printed matter thereon cor- 
related with the representation on the exposed 
• face thereof as completed by the reduced image 
of the observer's face viewed through the mirror. 

2. A book of the character described, having 
a front cover, a back cover, a binding therebe- 
tween and a plurality of leaves held by said bind- 
ing between said covers, said front cover having 
a convex circular mirror of diameter much 
smaller than the cover, affixed thereto and ex- 
posed to view, at the inner face, thereof, each 
of said leaves having an . aperture therethrough, 
each of said apertures being in registry with the 
mirror and therefore exposing , the. mirror to view 
v/hen the book is. opened to any of. the leaves 
against the front cover, each of said leaves hav- 
ing a pictorial representation on the back face 
thereof interrupted by the aperture therethrough, 
the front face of each -leaX. having printed. mat- 
ter thereon correlated with the representation cn 
the back face thereof as completed by "the reduced 
image, of the observer's . face viewed through the 
mirror. 

3. A book of the character described having 
a front cover of two plies, a convex mirror much 
smaller than the area of the cover having the 
convexity thereof wholly lodged^ within a cor- 
responding opening in :the face ply and having 
a flat rim on the back, ply by which the mirror 
is retained in place between ithe. two plies,, said 
book having, a multiplicity of leaves each of: said 
leaves. having an aperture therethrough in regis- 
try with the mirror when said leaf and the leaves 
ahead of it . are. superposed ■ over the cover - and 
therefore exposing the mirror to view: through 
such apertures, each of said- leaves having a pic- 
torial representation on: the back face thereof 
interrupted by the aperture therethrough, where- 
by the representation on any of the leaves will 
be completed by the reduced image of the/.ob- 
server's face reflected .from the mirror exposed. to 
view through such aperture. 

JEROME. S. MEYER. 
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